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June quote from St Thérèse of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face: 
"I need a heart burning with tenderness, who will be my support forever, 

Who loves everything in me, even my weakness... And who never leaves me day or night." 

." 

 

June: Dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Dear Secular Carmelites, 

June in the life of our beloved Holy Catholic Church. 

I see we celebrate a plethora of great feast days. The Ascension of the 
Lord. Pentecost Sunday. The most Holy Trinity. The Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. The Immaculate Heart of Mary and more. So much, Lord, your gifts 
and blessings overwhelm us. Praise Be. 

Remembering recent days where we have shared with the whole world 
through television and on-line, the moving holy ceremonies in Rome and 
realising anew the treasure of our gratuitously received faith. 

Remembering the prayers of the Church raised to our Heavenly Father in 
petition for a successor to Peter, and the response: Pope Leo XIV. All 
these gifts from your loving Sacred Heart, oh Lord. Glory be to the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 

PLEASE NOTE: IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR CONSTITUTIONS, YOUR 
COUNCIL ADVISES THAT THE COMMUNITY TRI-ANNUAL ELECTIONS 
WILL BE HELD AT THE MONTHLY MEETING ON 3RD AUGUST 2025. 

In a spirit of gratitude for graces, blessings and gifts received, let us pray to 
the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us in these elections, granting us good 
judgement and listening hearts, that we might respond to the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit and be generous in accepting to serve our Community if 
called to do so. 

In prayer, 
Mary O’Boyle, OCDS 
(President, Peace of Christ Community, Christchurch) 

 

Carmel OCDS Community Meeting 
Sunday 1 June 2025 

 

12:00pm Formation Groups 
 

1pm Community Meeting 
Welcome & opening prayers 

Roll call & apologies 
Minutes of previous meeting 

Treasurer’s report, Correspondence 
General business, General discussion 

Closing prayers 
 

1:45pm Community Formation 
St Thérèse of Lisieux: "Story of a Soul" 

(Community Study: See Newsletter, pp.2-3) 
 

2:30pm Father’s Teaching 
 

Divine Office in Chapel 
Leader: Barbara, Reader: Catherine 

 

Afternoon Tea 
 Prep. & Serving: Pat C. & Karen 
 Dishes: Therese & Ann-Marie 

 

 
 

Bethany Day 
Tuesday 17 June 2025 

(10:30am – 1:00pm) 
10:30am Morning Tea 

11:00am DVD 

11:45am Chapel – Quiet Prayer 

12:15pm BYO Lunch 
 

Birthdays 

  Karen Monday 23 June 
 

NZ OCDS Website: www.carmel.org.nz 
 

Don’t forget our OCDS library, 

full of Carmelite jewels! 

http://www.carmel.org.nz/
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READING OF THE WRITINGS OF THÉRÈSE OF THE CHILD JESUS 
(2025: Prayers & other writings) 

Text 5: To Céline, 7th July 1894 (Letter 165) 

 

Suggestion for the community meeting: 

1. Read the text together. 

2. One of those present, having prepared a contribution in 
advance, discusses the text using the commentary (and other 
aids, if necessary). 

3. Community dialogue on the text.  
It would be helpful to have made individual readings and 
reflections on Thérèse’s text before the community meeting. 

To Céline, 7th July 1894 (Letter 165) 

July 7, 1894. 

My dear Céline, 

Léonie’s letter worries us a lot... 

Ah! how unhappy she will be if she returns to the world! But I 
confess to you that I hope it’s only a temptation, you have to 
pray a lot for her. The good Lord can give her what she lacks... 

Our Mother is on a long retreat, so she is not going to write to 
you, she is thinking a lot of you and of Mary, she is going to 
pray a lot for her two little girls. 

I don’t know if you’re still in the same frame of mind as the other 
day, but I’m going to tell you anyway about a passage from the 
Song of Songs which perfectly expresses the state of a soul 
plunged into dryness and which nothing can rejoice or console: 
“I went down to the garden of walnut trees, to see the fruits of 
the valley, to consider whether the vine had blossomed; and if 
pomegranates had grown... I no longer knew where I was... my 
soul was troubled because of the chariots of Aminadab”  
(chap. vi, verses x and xi...). 

This is indeed the image of our souls; often we descend into the 
fertile valleys where our heart loves to nourish itself, the vast 
field of scriptures which has so often opened before us to 
spread its rich treasures in our favour, this vast field seems to 
us to be an arid desert without water... We don’t even know 
where we are anymore, instead of peace and light we only find 
trouble or at least darkness... But like the bride we know the 
cause of our trial. Our soul is disturbed by the chariots of 
Aminadab... We are not yet in our homeland and the trial must 
purify us like gold in the crucible, we sometimes believe 
ourselves abandoned, alas! 

Are the chariots, the meaningless noises which afflict us within 
us or outside of us? we do not know... but Jesus knows it well, 
He sees our sadness and suddenly his sweet voice is heard, a 
voice sweeter than the breath of spring: 

“Return, return, O Shulammite, return, return, that we may look 
upon you!” (Song, Ch. 6, 5, 12). Such a call from our Spouse!... 
And what! We no longer dared even look at ourselves, we think 
we are so lacking in attraction or adornment and Jesus is 
calling us, He wants to look upon us at leisure; but not only He, 
the other two persons of the Holy Trinity are coming with Him to 
take possession of our soul… Jesus had promised it long ago 
when he was about to ascend to his Father and our Father; He 
said with ineffable tenderness: “If anyone loves me, he will keep 
my word and my Father will love him and we will come to him 
and make our home in him.” Keeping the word of Jesus is the 
only condition of our happiness, the proof of our love for Him. 
But what is this word?... It seems to me that the word of Jesus 
is Himself... Him Jesus, the Word, the Word of God!... He tells 
us this later in the same Gospel of St John, praying to his 
Father for his disciples. He expresses himself thus: “Sanctify 
them by your word, your word is truth”; in another place Jesus 
teaches us that He is the way, the truth, the life. So we know 
what is the Word that we must keep; we will not ask Jesus, like 
Pilate, “What is Truth?” We have it, the Truth. We keep Jesus in 
our hearts!... Many times as the Bride we can say, “Our 
Beloved is a bunch of myrrh,” that He is a bridegroom of blood 
to us... But how sweet it will be for us to hear one day these 
sweet words come from the mouth of our Jesus: “It is you who 
have remained constantly with me in all the trials that I have 
had, so I have prepared for you my kingdom as my Father has 
prepared it for me” (gospel). The trials of Jesus, what a 
mystery! So he has trials too? Yes, He has and often He is 
alone treading the wine in the press, He is looking for 
comforters and cannot find any... Many serve Jesus when He 
consoles them, but few consent to keep company with Jesus 
sleeping on the waves or suffering in the garden of agony!... 
Who would want to serve Jesus for Himself?... Ah! it will be 
us... Céline and Thérèse will unite more and more, in them will 
be fulfilled this prayer of Jesus: “My Father, may they be one as 
we are one.” Yes, Jesus is already preparing his kingdom for 
us, as his Father has prepared it for him. He prepares it for us 
by leaving us in the trial, He wants our face to be seen by 
creatures, but that it is hidden so that no one recognizes us but 
He alone!... But also what happiness to think that the Good 
God, the entire Trinity is watching us, that it is within us and 
enjoys looking upon us. But what does the Trinity want to see in 
our heart? If not “music choirs in an army camp?” (Song, ch. vii, 
v. 1) “How then can we sing the songs of the Lord in a foreign 
land?... For a long time our harps have been suspended from 
the willows of the shore. We cannot use them!’’... Our God, the 
guest of our soul knows this well, so He comes to us with the 
intention of finding a home, an EMPTY tent in the midst of the 
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battlefield of the earth. He asks only that and He Himself is the 
Divine Musician who takes care of the concert... Ah! If we could 
hear this ineffable harmony, if a single vibration reached our 
ears! 

“We don’t know how to ask for anything properly, but it is the 
Spirit who asks in us with groans that cannot be expressed” 
(St Paul). We therefore have only to deliver our soul, to 
abandon it to our great God. What does it matter then that it is 
without gifts that shine on the outside since within shines the 
King of Kings with all his glory! How great a soul must be to 
contain a God!... and yet the soul of a day-old child is a 
Paradise of delights to him, what will it be like for ours who 
have struggled, suffered to steal the heart of their Beloved?... 

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑ 

My darling Céline, I assure you that I don’t know what I’m telling 
you, it shouldn’t have any sequel, but it seems to me that you’re 
going to understand all the same!... I would like to tell you so 
many things!... 

Don’t answer me a long letter to tell me about your soul, a 
single short word will suffice, I prefer that you write a very 
amusing letter for everyone. The good Lord wants me to forget 
myself, to give pleasure. 

I kiss my good Uncle, my dear Aunt, and my little Sister. For my 
darling Papa, I smile at him and guard him through his VISIBLE 
angel to whom I am so intimately united that we are one!... 

Thérèse of the Child Jesus of the Holy Face 
rel.carm.ind. 

Introduction to the text: 

Here we are changing register to look at one or two of her 
numerous letters. There are 276 letters dating from 4th April 1877 
to 24th August 1897. They are addressed to 26 different 
recipients, including 9 members of Martin and Guérin families. 

Céline is Thérèse’s favoured correspondent during the six years 
of her ‘exile’, before her entry into the Carmel (14/09/1894). 

The letter we have chosen here is addressed her sister Céline 
on 7th July 1894, while the latter was on holiday at the La Musse 
property of the Guérin family (the family of Thérèse’s mother and 
her uncle, Isidore). The Guérin family arrived on 4th July, 
accompanied by M. Martin and Céline. 

This letter occurs while her sister, Mother Agnes was prioress 
(February 1893 - March 1896). The first months of her priorate 
unfolded in euphoria. For Thérèse it was a time of rest in a valley. 
But an internal call soon pulled her away from her oasis. The 
autumn and winter of 1893-1894 witnessed a vigorous effort at 
stripping herself, not without interruptions. The path of her 
exodus then passed by a new ‘desert, arid and without water’, as 
shown by the letter we have proposed. 

The letter is full of quotations from Scripture, explicit and implicit, 
that spring spontaneously from Thérèse’s heart. 

Thérèse corresponded intensely with Céline, particularly in 1893 
(Lt 141 to 145, 147 and 149) and in 1894 (LT 161-162, 165, 167 
to 169). Being very at ease with her sister, she expressed herself 

freely. These letters are therefore a treasure for exploring 
Thérèse’s heart. Those who wish, may therefore reread some of 
those letters, or even the letters that Céline addressed to 
Thérèse. 

For community discussion: 

1. What is the text saying? Understanding the content and initial 
meaning of Thérèse’s text. 

2. What does the text say to us today? Discern the present-day 
relevance (social, ecclesial, spiritual…) of the text. 

3. What does the text say to me / us? Consider the personal 
and community relevance of the text. 

The purpose of this process is to allow Thérèse to speak to us 
herself, to question and encourage us, and to open us up to her 
clarifying and confirming our own personal and community path. 
The questions suggested are only indicative and could perhaps 
be used in individual meditation and community sharing. 

Questions: 

1. On reading Letter 165, how does Thérèse read and interpret 
Scripture? 

2. Keeping Jesus’ word, that’s “the only condition of our 
happiness, the proof of our love for Him. But what is this 
word?... It seems to me that the word of Jesus is Himself… 
Him Jesus, the Word, the Word of God!” What is our 
experience of the Word of God, in the light of this conviction 
of Thérèse? 

3. “We just have to give up our soul, to abandon it to our great 
God. What does it matter if it has no gifts glittering on the 
exterior, since inside shines the King of Kings in all His glory!” 
Do we believe that Jesus “alone arranges the events of our 
life in exile?” (LT 149)? In what sense can we understand that 
Jesus is guiding all that we live? 



 

Page 4 of 4 

Prayers for June 
Thank-you, Lord, for all the blessings you give us each day. 

We pray for: 

• Our new Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV. Also for 
Archbishop Paul, SM, Bishop Michael, all our priests, 
religious & seminarians, and the welfare of our diocese 

• Our Father General, Fr Miguel Márquez Calle, OCD, 
Fr Ramiro Casale, OCD (General Delegate of OCDS), 
and all our Carmel family, especially our Carmelite 
Sisters. Also, vocations to Carmel and to our own 
Peace of Christ Community (Please offer a decade of 
the rosary daily for this, as requested by 
Bishop Greg Homeming, OCD.) 

Special Intentions: 

• All the people of the Middle East and the Ukraine, 
suffering from the terrors of war 

• Our dear Carmelite Sisters, especially Sr Teresa of 
Jesus, Sr Elizabeth and Sr Dorothea 

• The rebuild of the Chapel of our Carmelite Monastery 
[ Web Link ] [ Account Number: 03-1592-0216044-001 ] 

• Fr Jérôme, OCD and our Goma mission to build 
another school, for displaced children ($715 raised) 

• Fr Michael-Therese, Fr Antoine (in Ethiopia), the CSJ, 
and especially the formation of Brothers in Africa 

• Fr Philip, CSJ and the University Chaplaincy Team 

• Our Special Members, especially Dorothea and 
Stephanie (Lady Wigram Retirement Village) 

• Bishop Michael has asked us to pray a daily 
‘Hail Mary’ for vocations and for our seminarians. 

• Matthew Clark, from our Diocese, joining the seminary 

• John Paul II Centre for Life and prayers for life 

• Those who have died recently and the consolation of 
their families and communities 

• Those who have asked for, or need our prayers, 
especially Marianne (serious fall from wheelchair) 

Our Holy Father’s Intentions for June: 

• We pray that each one of us might find consolation in a 
personal relationship with Jesus, and from his Heart, 
learn to have compassion on the world. 

Habemus Papam! 

Our June Carmelite Saints 
7 Sat. Bl. Anne of St Bartholomew (virgin) 

12 Thu. Bl. Alphonsus Mary Mazurek and 
Companions (priest and martyrs) 

14 Sat. St Elisha (prophet) 

Bl. Maria Candida of the Eucharist (virgin) 

26 Thu. Bl. Mary Josephine of Jesus Crucified (virgin) 

Carmelites trace their origins to the disciples of Elijah 
and Elisha, who lived on Mt Carmel as hermits 

for hundreds of years. [ Web Link ] 

Eddie and Bishop Michael 

“CALLED TO CARMEL, CALLED TO COMMUNITY” 
Tim Bete, OCDS 

There's an old saying that if you want to go fast,  
go alone, but if you want to go far, go together. 
As Carmelites, we want to go far, so we go 
together. We are carried when we are weak, and we 
carry when others are weak. God waits for us to 
find Him – together. 

A question for you: Do you rely on the community 
for support as much as you should, or are you 
reluctant to do so? Why? How has your view of 
prayer changed since you first entered Carmel? 

Blessings in Carmel, Megan (Formator) 

The Seal of Carmel: "Zelo zelatus sum pro Domino Deo exercituum" 

"With zeal have I been zealous for the Lord God of hosts" 

 

https://christchurchcarmel.org.nz/chapel-rebuild.html
https://aleteia.org/2024/06/13/why-carmelites-celebrate-st-elisha-on-june-14

