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May: Dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary

Carmel OCDS Community Meeting D - d brothers in C |
Sunday 30 April 2023 ear sisters and brothers in Carmel,

We have a number of changes to our normal May Meeting. They are:
o  MAY Community meeting will be held on APRIL 30, 2023 at 1pm.

12:00pm Formation Groups

1pm Community Meeting
Welcome & opening prayers
Roll call & apologies
Minutes of previous meeting
Treasurer’s report, Correspondence
General business, General discussion

o Father Bernard Hancock will join us at 1:30pm to speak on “all things
Carmelite”. Our business meeting will be foreshortened so please
arrive in plenty of time.

e AT 2.30PM in the CHURCH, we will have prayer, reading, homily

Closing prayers (Father Michael-Thérése) and RENEWAL OF PROMISE, closing
1:30pm Fr Bernard Hancock hymn.
2:30pm Renewal of Promise in Chapel e THENCE TO AFTERNOON TEA, concluding the meeting.

Divine Office in Chapel Please bring a plate if you can.

Leader: Marian, Reader: Ma
- SR Y e BRING your NEWSLETTER to the Meeting. It will have the Renewal of

Afternoon Tea Promise in it.
(Please bring a plate.)
hE: e THE ST THERESE STUDY SHEET: Megan asks that we study this
ﬁ‘f privately at home.
Prep. & Serving: Pat C. & Karen God bless, see you on the 301!
Dishes: Megan & Elizabeth Mary O'Boyle, OCDS

(President, Peace of Christ Community, Christchurch)

Bethany Day
Tuesday 16 May 2023

(10:30am - 1:00pm)
10:30am Morning Tea
11:00am DVD
11:45am Chapel - Quiet Prayer
12:15pm BYO Lunch

' Birthdays
. Patricia O’Connor Wednesday 10 May

NZ OCDS Website: www.carmel.org.nz

May quote from St Thérése of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face:
"It is necessary for a child to cherish his mother, may she cry with him, share his pains.
O my dear Mother, on the foreign shore, to attract me to you, how many tears you shed...."
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THERESIAN
ANNIVERSARIES
2023-2025

Proposal for the Community meeting:
1. Reading of the text.

2. One of the participants, who has already prepared his
contribution, presents the text with the help of the
reading schedule (and other supports, if necessary).

3. Community dialogue on the text.
It would be good if the community meeting was preceded
by a personal reading and meditation on the text of
Thérése.

MANUSCRIPT A, 45v-46v
(ICS English translation pp. 99 — 101)

One Sunday, looking at a picture of Our Lord on the Cross,
| was struck by the blood flowing from one of the divine
hands. | felt a great pang of sorrow when thinking this blood
was falling to the ground without anyone’s hastening to
gather it up. | was resolved to remain in spirit at the foot of
the Cross and to receive the divine dew. | understood | was
then to pour it out upon souls. The cry of Jesus on the Cross
sounded continually in my heart: “ thirst!” These words
ignited within me an unknown and very living fire. | wanted
to give my Beloved to drink and | felt myself consumed with
a thirst for souls. As yet, it was not the souls of priests that
attracted me, but those of great sinners; | burned with the
desire to snatch them from the eternal flames.

To awaken my zeal God showed me my desires were
pleasing to Him. | heard talk of a great criminal just
condemned to death for some horrible crimes; everything
pointed to the fact that he would die impenitent. | wanted at
all costs to prevent him from falling into hell, and to attain my
purpose | employed every means imaginable. Feeling that
of myself | could do nothing, | offered [46r°] to God all the
infinite merits of Our Lord, the treasures of the Church, and
finally |1 begged Céline to have a Mass offered for my
intentions. | didn’t dare ask this myself for fear of being
obliged to say it was for Pranzini, the great criminal. | didn’t
even want to tell Céline, but she asked me such tender and
pressing questions, | confided my secret to her. Far from
laughing at me, she asked if she could help convert my
sinner. | accepted gratefully, for | would have wished all
creatures would unite with me to beg grace for the guilty
man.

| felt in the depths of my heart certain that our desires would
be granted, but to obtain courage to pray for sinners | told
God | was sure He would pardon the poor, unfortunate
Pranzini; that I'd believe this even if he went to his death
without any signs of repentance or without having gone to
confession. | was absolutely confident in the mercy of Jesus.

READING OF THE WRITINGS OF THERESE OF THE CHILD JESUS (2023: MANUSCRIPT A)
Study guide 4: Prayer for Pranzini (Ms A, 45v-46v)

But | was begging Him for a “sign” of repentance only for my
own simple consolation.

My prayer was answered to the letter! In spite of Papa’s
prohibition that we read no papers, | didn’t think | was
disobeying when reading the passages pertaining to
Pranzini. The day after his execution | found the newspaper
“La Croix.” | opened it quickly and what did | see? Ah! my
tears betrayed my emotion and | was obliged to hide.
Pranzini had not gone to confession. He had mounted the
scaffold and was preparing to place his head in the
formidable opening, when suddenly, seized by an
inspiration, he turned, took hold of the crucifix the priest was
holding out to him and kissed the sacred wounds three
times! Then his soul went to receive the merciful sentence
of Him who declares that in heaven there will be more joy
over one sinner who does penance than over ninety-nine
just who have no need of repentance!

| had obtained the “sign” | requested, and this sign was a
perfect replica of the [46v°] grace Jesus had given me when
He attracted me to pray for sinners. Wasn't it before the
wounds of Jesus, when seeing His divine blood flowing, that
the thirst for souls had entered my heart? | wished to give
them this immaculate blood to drink, this blood which was to
purify them from their stains, and the lips of my “first child”
were pressed to the sacred wounds!

What an unspeakably sweet response! After this unique
grace my desire to save souls grows each day, and |
seemed to hear Jesus say to me what he said to the
Samaritan woman: “Give me to drink!” It was a true
interchange of love: to souls | was giving the blood of Jesus,
to Jesus | was offering these same souls refreshed by the
divine dew. | slaked His thirst and the more | gave Him to
drink, the more the thirst of my poor little soul increased, and
it was this ardent thirst He was giving me as the most
delightful drink of His love.

God was able in a very short time to extricate me from the
very narrow circle in which | was turning without knowing
how to come out.

Introduction to the text:

As our Carmelite brother Francois-Marie Léthel affirms:
«This story is one of Thérese’s most beautiful texts, one of
the strongest concerning Hope in Infinite Mercy in the
apparently most desperate situation. In its simplicity and
freshness, this text is very rich from the theological point of
view, on the mystery of the Redemption and the Church’s
cooperation with this mystery. It unites the points of view of
faith, hope and charity, but with hope the dominant point.

Page 2 of 4



The starting point is a simple image of Jesus Crucified and
Mary Magdalene embracing his feet, according to traditional
iconography».

«l thirst» (Ms A, 45v): Jesus’ thirst on the cross, his blood
shed, awakens in Thérése the «thirst for souls», the desire
to «purify them from their stains», which will instil in her the
bold actions and fiery thoughts related in the following pages
(up to 46v), in a «true interchange of love», such as the
consequences of the «grace of Christmas» and the
contemplation of Christ, dead for sinners.

«As yet, it was not the souls of priests that attracted me»
(Ms A, 45v): Thérese was to say on September 2, 1890,
during the canonical examination that preceded profession:
«l came to save souls and especially to pray for priests»
(Ms A, 69v) [ICS p. 149]. During the Process, Céline
amusingly said, «She called this kind of apostolate working
in the wholesale trade, since through the head, it reached
the members». The trip to Rome marked a decisive turning
point: «Having never lived close to them, | was not able to
understand the principal aim of the Reform of Carmel. To
pray for sinners attracted me, but to pray for the souls of
priests whom | believed to be as pure as crystal seemed
puzzling to me!» (Ms A, 56r) [ICS 122]. In Carmel, Thérése
will never forget this first vocation.

«Condemned to death for some horrible crimes» (Ms A, 45v)
[ICS 99]: Thirty-one years old Henri Pranzini had slit the
throats of two women and a little girl in a robbery, on March
the 171, 1887, at rue Montaigne in Paris. His trial began on
the 9t of July of the same year and ended on the 13t of July
with his death sentence. It was then that Thérése must have
been passionate about his conversion because the criminal
did not seem to show remorse or ask for forgiveness. For
Thérese, it was a question of preventing him at all costs
«from falling into hell». At a time when Catholicism was
strongly imbued with fear of God’s judgment, the teenager’s
privileged weapons were prayer and a trust intimately linked
to the mercy of the Father.

«All the infinite merits of Our Lord» (Ms A, 46r) [ICS 99]:
Théreése liked to emphasize the infinite character of Jesus’
merits. Her description of the Pranzini episode is very close
to her Act of Offering.

Thérése of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face would never
then cease to pray for the salvation of sinners and would
speak of Pranzini as her «first child». The young Carmelite
would remain anchored in mercy until her last breath.

For the community dialogue:
1. What does the text say? Understanding the content and
primary meaning of Thérese’s text.

2. What does the text say to us today? Grasping the
relevance (social, ecclesial, spiritual...) of the text.

3. What does the text say to me / us? Making relevant and
applying the test to personal and community life.

The purpose of doing things in this manner is to allow
Thérese to speak to us, to question us, to encourage us, and

to welcome her to shed light upon and confirm our personal
and community journey. The questions proposed are
therefore only indicative and can possibly accompany
personal meditation and community sharing.

Questions:

1. We can only be struck by the spiritual connection between
her Christmas grace (text 3) and this account. We see in
this text a double level: Thérese is certain of God's
merciful action and at the same time she asks him for a
sign. How do we give meaning to these two dimensions:
certainty and the need of a sign? Is it the same in our
prayer life, what is it here that Thérése comes to shed
light upon for us?

2. We see how the bond between Christ and Thérése grows,
as she receives from Jesus her mission, in union with
him. In the end, what is the part Théréese plays, what is
that of Jesus? Does this speak to us in our way of living
our missionary commitment in prayer?

3. Thérese and Pranzini share in admittedly very different
circumstances the same essential spiritual reality, which
consists in consenting to let oneself be saved by Christ
and recognizing oneself as gratuitously saved by his
love. What place does this experience have in my life?
In the lives of the people | meet? How is this expressed?
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Prayers for May
Thank-you, Lord, for all the blessings you give us each day.

We pray for:

e Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, Archbishop Paul, SM,
Bishop Michael, all our priests, religious and
seminarians, and the welfare of our diocese

e Our Provincial, Fr John Grennan, OCD, our General,
Fr Miguel Marquez Calle, OCD and all our Carmel

Our May Carmelite Saints

4 Thu.  Bls Angelus Maria Prat Hostench and
Lucas of St Joseph Pujol (priests and
martyrs, and companions)

16 Tue. St Simon Stock (priest)

22 Mon. St Joachina de Vedruna de Mas (religious)
25 Thu. St Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi (virgin)

29 Mon. BI. Elisha of St Clement (virgin)

family, especially our Carmelite Sisters. Also, vocations
to Carmel and to our own Peace of Christ Community
(Please offer a decade of the rosary daily for this,
as requested by Bishop Greg Homeming, OCD.)

Special Intentions:

e Our Ukrainian Carmelite nuns, friars & seculars, and all
the people of Ukraine, suffering from the terrors of war

e  Our Carmelite nuns in Aleppo, and all those suffering
from the recent earthquake in Syria and Turkey

e  Our dear Carmelite Sisters, their visitation and the

Sisters’ Association Council Meeting

Fr Jéréme, OCD and our Goma mission

Fr Michael-Thérése, Fr Antoine and CSJ

Fr Philip, CSJ and the University Chaplaincy Team

Our Special Members, especially Margaret, Dorothea,

Stephanie, Rosaline & Peb

John Paul Il Centre for Life and prayers for life

o Those who have died recently, especially Louise
Tillaart and the consolation of her family

o Those who have asked for, or need our prayers,
especially Fr Arséne, Fr Deeney, OCD, Peb’s daughter,

A SPIRITUAL AUDIT IN OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE
(Margaret Dwyer)

It is always a good time for all members to check on
our spiritual lives...

Is the reason for us being in Carmel:

e That we desire to be drawn to a deeper way of
prayer — and not just to belong to a sodality and
meet people!

o Do we make an effort to get along with the other
members, to encourage them and support them
in difficulties?

o Is the Secular Order the main organization in our
lives? Or do we just fit it in, when convenient?

o Are we free to practice what our Constitutions
require for our way of life, or are our family and
others made to suffer through our life?

...It is good to think about the year past, and if we
are going forward or backwards - for we never
stand still!! Change the things that need to be
changed - improve on the good things...

Louise Martin (dying of cancer), Therese’s stepdad

(very unwell), Tony Tully (liver operation), David
Williams (for a quick recovery) & his wife, Melanie,
Barbara & Kelvin (on Camino Trail), Fr Philip (foot
operation), and Sr Cora (with covid)

Our Holy Father’s Intentions for May:

e We pray that Church movements and groups may
rediscover their mission of evangelization each day,
placing their own charisms at the service of needs in the
world.

OUR MISSIONS PROJECT

To help Fr Jérdome, OCD in assisting
the displaced children in Goma, due to terrorism

53,000
52,500
52,000

51,500

51,000
5500
50

desiring to follow
the Crucified and Risen Christ
in the Secular Order of Carmel,
renew my profession,
and | promise to tend
toward evangelical perfection
in the spirit of the evangelical counsels
of chastity, poverty and obedience,
and of the Beatitudes,
according to the Constitutions of the
Secular Order of Discalced Carmelites.
| confidently entrust my promise
to the Virgin Mary,
Mother and Queen of Carmel.

New Total

The Seal of Carmel: "Zelo zelatus sum pro Domino Deo exercituum”
"With zeal have | been zealous for the Lord God of hosts"
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